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Dear FSA Members,

The AGM held in August concluded another
fruitful year at MCSFSA. Although the pandemic
will not be over anytime soon, we have all
adapted to a new way of life, where online
activities are juxtaposed with face-to-face
interactions. As we continue to stay connected
with fellow Maryknollers digitally, we look forward
to hosting more offline events in the coming year.
In this issue of the newsletter, you will read about:

● Annual General Meeting 2020 - 2021
● President’s Report 2020 - 2021
● FSA Executive Committee 2021 - 2022
● FSA Scholarship Awardees’ Sharing
● Gifts to the School
● Visit to Dignity Kitchen
● OLMH 60th Anniversary Donation Drive
● Red Brick Tales Series: Mr Stanley Wong

Don’t want to miss out? Please make sure we have
your updated PERSONAL email address to stay
connected with the FSA and our alma mater.
Simply send an email to
membership@mcsfsa.com for any updates. Thank
you for your support!

MARYKNOLLER

http://www.mcsfsa.com
https://www.facebook.com/mcs.fsa


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021

The MCSFSA Annual General Meeting 2021 was successfully held on 7 August 2021.
While the last AGM was an unprecedented virtual event, we gathered in the
auditorium of the Primary Section this year to celebrate achievements and look
forward to the future.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
AGM 2021

Dear Maryknollers,

It’s been a while since we could have gatherings and it’s a real joy to meet up at
the Primary Auditorium for the 2021-21 AGM. It’s always good to come back home,
especially when we missed the chance to host the 70th anniversary party last year.

This year’s AGM is about appreciation and celebration. I would like to
acknowledge our long serving excos and a very special person to the FSA. Without
their dedication and support, nothing can ever happen. I would also like to
celebrate with our scholars their academic achievements and also with everyone
our long lasting friendship.

We had at this year’s meeting graduates from 1960 and expected graduates of
2026. While the maximum number of years one can stay at MCS is 15 (counting
from kindergarten to Form 7), many of us have stayed with the school since
graduation and we have developed strong ties not only with Maryknoll but also
with each other.

Here’s a brief report on what the FSA has achieved in the 2020-21 term:

Activities

As you may have read from our newsletter or Facebook page, we have
continued to organise online events but also managed to host physical activities.
We had Craftstival in December 2020, the US/UK Studies Webinar in January and
the Bakathon in May. We also tagged along the programmes of other charitable
organisations and took part in flag selling for Yan Chai Hospital, worked with YMCA
for a Toy Cleaning and Repairing Workshop and visited Dignity Kitchen in August.

Souvenirs

We have continued to produce and sell souvenirs. We produced the zip-up
jacket this year and micro-sized blocks of the school buildings. I would like to
thank all Maryknollers for buying our souvenirs. The revenue generated from
souvenir sales will mostly go towards donations like what we have done this year.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
AGM 2021

Donations

At the beginning of the school term, we donated HK$30,000 to the Secondary Section for
the purchase a server and Nearpod accounts to support teaching and learning. We also
gave the same amount to the Primary Section and it was spent on anti-microbial coating
service to ensure a safe and healthy environment at school.

In November 2020, we pitched in USD$5,000 to support the fundraising campaign organised
by alums in California to buy a new car for Maryknoll Sisters in Monrovia.

In May we organised the Bakathon and donated the proceeds of about HK$21,000 to
support the Maryknoll Sisters China Region.

We have assisted with the souvenir sales for MCS Educational Trust and also promoted the
online donation drive launched in June. The postcard campaign received good feedback
from students and alums alike. HK$360,000 have been raised so far.

In July, we responded to the appeal from the Motherhouse to repair their elevator. We
donated USD$5,000 in support of this cause.

Looking ahead, we will organise a fundraiser to support Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital in
October, as part of their 60th anniversary celebrations and also to support their
redevelopment project.
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Membership

We received a total of 122 new members, including graduates from Secondary and Primary,
in the year 20-21. We also promoted graduate membership to Form 6 and Primary 6
graduates in June, with an offer of discounted Life Membership fee.

We see more students leaving Maryknoll before graduation and have asked the school to
help us distribute FSA membership forms to them in hopes they will stay connected.

Total of 120 New Members
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I shall conclude my report with a vote of thanks. On behalf of the FSA, I’d like to thank Sr
Marilu for always supporting us. I’d also like to thank MCS Educational Trust Chairlady Emily
for always welcoming our fundraising suggestions. Of course the school principals Ms Lee
and Ms Yuen for letting us stick around.

The FSA strives to be a friendly and fun organisation for Maryknollers and this could not be
done without a very dedicated and united team – Abigail, Helen, Jacqueline, Janet,
Jessica, Joanne, Joyce, Lilian, Lucy, Michele, Pinny, Ronnie and Rose, and also our legal
advisors Elaine, Sammi and Barbara.

We have to bid farewell to Helen and Joyce after this term and we wish them all the best in
Canada. At the same time, I would like to welcome Ina as a new member to the exco. I
look forward to another enjoyable year with this splendid team.

Last but definitely not the least, on behalf of the MCSFSA, I would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude to Ms Pat Ling of the Secondary office. Pat has assisted generations of
FSA Excos and she is our encyclopaedia, packed with the information we need for
organising fundraising activities at school or managing our membership. Our fundraising
events at school would not be as smooth without her support, especially the Spring
Homecoming lunch.

With such a great group of dedicated people for the MCSFSA, I am sure you will agree we
ought to appreciate and celebrate. Stay connected and do drop us a line at
mcsfsa1950@gmail.com for any suggestions/ideas!

Samantha Tam (1993)
President
MCSFSA

mailto:mcsfsa1950@gmail.com


SISTER JEANNE HOULIHAN 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

Valerie Wong 4D

I feel very honoured and grateful for being awarded the Sister Jeanne Houlihan Scholarship. 
It boosts the confidence I have in myself and reminds me that hard work always pays off. I 
am now determined to pursue a career in the science or medical fields and devote myself 
to helping people and contributing to society.

Jessie Sin 3C

The Sr Jeanne Houlihan Scholarship has inspired me to always strive to be the very best 
version of myself. I am eternally grateful for being presented with such a prestigious award, 
and I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the FSA. In my future school life, I would 
like to take up more posts to help serve Maryknoll and make the rest of my years here as 
fruitful as can be. Academically, I would like to push myself further and achieve even better 
results so I can choose my favourite subjects at the end of the school year. The scholarship 
has helped me realise that all hard work will be recognised, and I will continue to work hard 
and strive for excellence.



MCSFSA Executive Committee 
2021-22 

President: Samantha Tam (1993)

Vice-President: Jessica Wong (2000)

Treasurer: Joanne Yu (1994)

Secretary: Abigail Wong (1995)

Members: 
Lucy Khouw (1982)
Pinny Yip (1984)
Michele Lau (1990)
Janet Wong (1994)

Associate Member:
Ina Yee (1992)

Honorary Legal Advisors:
Barbara Hung (1975)
Elaine Sum (1989)
Sammi Chan (2002)

Honorary Auditor:
Vincent W M Lai & Co., CPA

Honorary Members:
Sister Marilu Limgenco, Ms Melaine Lee, Ms Doris Yuen
Ephrem Shiu (1985), Patti Chan (1987) June Lo (1983)

Rose Ting (1998)
Jacqueline Choi (2001)
Ronnie Tam (2001)
Lilian Lam (2006)



GIVING THANKS 
AT 

MID AUTUMN FESTIVAL 

In the spirit of good cheer
and togetherness, the
MCSFSA has prepared gifts
of select fruit for teachers
and staff of the school for
the third year running,
which were distributed on
15 September 2021. Here’s
wishing everyone a blessed
Mid-Autumn Festival!



MCSFSA TRUST 
VIST TO DIGNITY KITCHEN

MCSFSA Trust Visit to Dignity
Kitchen (31 Aug)

Dignity Kitchen, a social
enterprise from Singapore,
runs a food centre
managed by the disabled
and disadvantaged inside a
renovated heritage building
in Mongkok. The MCSFSA
Trust organised a lunch visit
on 31 August with 25
members and their families.

Learn more about Dignity Kitchen: https://www.projectdignity.hk/



MCSFSA TRUST 
VIST TO DIGNITY KITCHEN

On the 31st of August 2021, I tagged along with
my mother to visit the Dignity Kitchen. At first, I
was not sure about the quality of the food, as I
heard that the people serving us would be
people with disabilities. But I was wrong. The
food was actually very authentic, just like that I
tasted in Singapore’s food bazaars. Let me tell
you more about the visit.

At the first look of the venue, I was amazed by
the design of the restaurant. It gave me a warm
feeling, and it really felt like I was in Singapore.
The kitchen staff were busy preparing for the
lunch service. Then, I noticed that some of them
were using special tools to help prepare the
food.

Lunch was served and we had either Hainan
Chicken Rice, Clay Pot Rice or Laksa. The food
was good. Afterwards, we had a tour led by
Ming, the visually impaired restaurant manager.
He thoroughly explained to us the gadgets
specially designed for staff with different
disabilities at different cooking stations.

Then, we went to the second-hand bookstore
located inside the restaurant called Dignity
Mama. It was named that because the
bookstore was designed to help mothers of
disabled children. The mothers can earn some
money while their children are being cared for.

After the tour, we ordered drinks. But there was a
catch - we needed to use sign language. The
process was fun and full of laughs. I learnt how to
count from one to ten using sign language and
also many new words, such as Hot, Cold, Tea,
Nanyang Kopi (a kind of coffee) etc.

I am glad that I joined this fun and informative
event. It also made me realise that being
disabled does not limit a person. Given the right
aids and assistance, people with different
physical challenges can perform just as well and
even better.

Sophia Dai (P.6 MCSPS)



Dear Maryknollers,

The Maryknoll Sisters arrived in the British Colony of Hong
Kong and in Mainland China in 1921. They began their
Catholic Mission as religious missionaries, educators, social
and medical workers. Within 15 years their achievement in
education was seen with construction of Maryknoll convent
School in Kowloon Tong completed in 1937. The Second
World War had completely disrupted the Sisters' ministry, but
when the war was over the Sisters returned to their missions
in Hong Kong. During the 1950s, thousands upon thousands
of Chinese fled the Mainland arriving in Hong Kong. It was a
time of extreme poverty. The need for medical care among
the refugees of Wong Tai Sin (WTS) motivated the Sisters to
undertake the building of a Hospital there. The building of
Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital (OLMH) was possible through
the combined efforts of a Hong Kong Land Grant in WTS
and the subvention of the Refugee Migration Unit of the
United States Government through Catholic Relief Services.
The Hospital was originally a Discretionary Grant Hospital.

In September 1961, OLMH started to offer outpatient service;
in December of the same year, the Hospital was
inaugurated and operated under a Board of Directors. In
June 1975, OLMH was registered and incorporated in Hong
Kong under the Companies Ordinance and began as a
Limited Company with a Board of Governors. According to
the Memorandum of Association, one of the objectives of
the Hospital is to give witness to the love of Christ by
ministering to the total person – one's physical,
psychological and spiritual needs – with deep respect for
each person's human dignity. The Missions of the Maryknoll
Sisters were already laid down when they started OLMH.

A subsidised hospital aided by the Government, OLMH has
had to cope with financial difficulties since its opening. To
support the operations of the Hospital, the Sisters
established the Our Lady of Maryknoll Medical and Welfare
Association (MMWA) in 1964. Generations of women
selflessly devoted their time to MMWA, helping the sick and
needy in Hong Kong while assisting the Sisters in fund-raising
for the Hospital. Every year, MMWA organises a wide variety
of fund-raising events, making it possible for OLMH to
provide better care and services especially for poor and
sick patients.

OUR LADY OF MARYKNOLL HOSPITAL

OLMH – The Past, The Present, The Future

As Maryknollers, we 
must be quite familiar 
with our Schools, 
where we were 
nurtured and grew up 
in. The Maryknoll 
Sisters, in fact, have 
accomplished so 
much in welfare and 
education since their 
arrival in the 
1920’s. Their 
extensive missionary 
work has touched the 
lives of many over the 
years.

https://www.facebook.com/%E8%81%96%E6%AF%8D%E9%86%AB%E9%99%A2%E5%85%AD%E5%8D%81%E5%91%A8%E5%B9%B4-OLMH-60th-Anniversary-105473541433473/
https://www.facebook.com/%E8%81%96%E6%AF%8D%E9%86%AB%E9%99%A2%E5%85%AD%E5%8D%81%E5%91%A8%E5%B9%B4-OLMH-60th-Anniversary-105473541433473/


OUR LADY OF MARYKNOLL HOSPITAL

In the beginning, OLMH had many Sisters working full time in diversified roles: medical
director, nursing director, hospital administrator, pharmacist, nutritionist, social worker,
accountant, laboratory technician and more. A small hospital with few promotion
prospects as compared with jobs in Government and other hospitals with better
employment terms, OLMH was blessed to have overseas Doctors, volunteer Specialists
and part-time Consultants to serve in various specialities. They helped the Hospital
through the most critical period of acute doctor shortage and also trained doctors along
the line of their specialities.

In 1991 May, OLMH became a public hospital under the Hospital Authority (HA). All staff
members of the Hospital were given employment terms equal to their counterparts in
government hospitals. In the early years of HA, OLMH had full-time consultants in
Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Paediatrics and Radiology. Following
the implementation of clustering practice by HA, the services provided by OLMH were re-
structured. Today at OLMH there are: 1. in-patient beds for medical and geriatric, surgical
and palliative care patients; 2. clinics for Family Medicine, General Outpatients and
Specialist Outpatients; 3. ancillary support – physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
radiology, cardiac centre and electro-diagnostic unit and medical social work.

When HA took over the management of OLMH, a group of loyal doctors could no longer
work at OLMH because of HA policy. In 2004, our loyal doctors started the Community
Specialty Clinic ( CSC ) at 3/F of the Outpatient Block, a public-private interface
programme, to provide patients with more choices and shorten their waiting time for
treatment. There are clinic sessions in Dentistry, Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology,
Gynaecology, Medicine, Surgery, Endoscopy and Counselling. The objective of CSC is to
continue the Missions of Maryknoll Sisters.



OUR LADY OF MARYKNOLL HOSPITAL

OLMH will have a new look five years later as the green
light for redevelopment has been granted. The
management of the Hospital is busy arranging the
decanting of in-patients to the Kowloon Central Cluster
Hospitals. The doctors, nurses and supporting staff will
be working in a new environment. Outpatient service
and ancillary support will continue in the Outpatient
Block. The new Hospital will have 11 floors with more in-
patient beds. There will be ambulatory day care wards
and outpatient clinics to serve the increasing number
of senior citizens in WTS. It will be a customer designed
and built smart Hospital. With new inventions and
innovative programmes, OLMH will continue to
promote healing for total patient care in a most
friendly and homey environment.

OLMH is a Schedule II Hospital, which means with the
redevelopment project, the Parent Board – OLMH
Limited – has to contribute a minimum of 20% towards
the estimated capital cost of the project. The
estimated project cost is around HK$4.8 billion and 20%
is HK$960 million. The Parent Board does not have such
a huge reserve for this project and will try to raise funds.
My appeal to all Maryknollers: please support our Sisters
and OLMH. Please make a donation by cheque,
payable to “Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital Limited”
with your name and contact number on the back of
the cheque. Your generous support is greatly
appreciated.

If you would like to find out more about the fund-raising
initiative for the OLMH Redevelopment Project, or
operations of the Hospital in general, please do not
hesitate to get in touch us in the following ways:

By post: Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital Limited, 3/F,
OPD Block, Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital, 118 Shatin
Pass Road, Wong Tai Sin, Kowloon.

By phone: 23540547
By email: olmhadmin@biznetvigator.com

I look forward to joining hands with you and OLMH in
serving the community.

Dr Nancy Fok
Chairperson, Board of Governors

Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital

mailto:olmhadmin@biznetvigator.com


A Rock amidst Rare Gems – The Boy in MCS
Housed in the historic red brick complex at the intersection of Waterloo Road and
Boundary Street in Kowloon Tong, Maryknoll Convent School is well-known for the girls –
talented girls, smart girls, pretty girls, noisy girls, troublesome girls and more – it nurtures. Yet,
half a century ago, the odd boy joined the girls in MCS to read a subject that was not
offered at his own school.

Mr Stanley Wong was one of a few – if not the only – male students in MCS. He read English
Literature at Ying Wa College. After obtaining his Hong Kong Certificate of Education of
Examination in 1974, he hoped to continue taking the subject at the matriculation level.
Since Ying Wa did not offer post-HKCEE English Literature classes, Mr Wong’s principal, Mr
King, called Sister Jeanne Houlihan to ask if he could study English Literature at MCS. Sister
Jeanne agreed and Mr Wong gladly accepted the offer. “God opened a door and I went
in,” he said.

English Literature lessons were the first of
the school day. Mr Wong would come to
MCS from Ying Wa after the morning
registration, entering the school through
the Flint Road gate and walking to his
classroom next to the old school library.
When English Literature class was over, Mr
Wong would return to Ying Wa for other
lessons. Sister Agnes McKeirnan was Mr
Wong’s teacher at MCS. “A most
energetic and humorous soul”, as Mr
Wong remembers her, Sister opened each
class with “Hail Mary, full of grace….”
While she was kind and loving, she grilled
her students with questions during class.
Mr Wong became pen friends with Sister
Agnes after leaving MCS, and the pair
kept in touch until Sister was in her 90s.

Sister Agnes’ last letter to Mr Wong in 2006

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Wong 
by Stratford-Upon-Avon 2021

Red Brick Tales: 
Recollections of Maryknoll



Mr Wong went on to read English Literature at the University of Hong Kong, along with
some of his classmates from MCS, and joined the civil service after graduation. He might
not have pursued a career in literature or language, but he said literature remained his
hallmark. Shakespeare and G M Hopkins, among others of equal or lesser fame, are his
favourite writers.

Maryknoll and fellow Maryknollers hold a special place in Mr Wong’s heart. The only male
student in a girls’ school, he thinks of himself at the time as “a rock amidst rare gems,
precious in different ways.” He mingled with the girls after class, joining social functions
organised by them as well as school activities, such as the annual Walkathon. Some of the
friendships forged during Mr Wong’s matriculation days at MCS have lasted into the 21st
century, not only with fellow students but also with Maryknoll Sisters. In 2015, Mr Wong and
his wife visited Sister Jeanne in the Maryknoll Sisters Motherhouse in Ossining, New York. The
enjoyable visit ended with a ride for Mr and Mrs Wong to the train station by Sister herself!

One brick, One tale –
As tens of thousands of red bricks make up our 

magnificent school campus, the recollections of 
generations of Maryknollers weave the epic tale of 

Maryknoll Convent School.

Red Brick Tales: 
Recollections of Maryknoll
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